


 









 

























 













Water Quality for Agriculture

Prior to 1974, the Department of Water Resources used water quality
criteria for the suitability of water for irrigation, which had been developed
by the University of California, and classified waters into three groups:
Class I (excellent to good), Class II (good to injurious) and Class III
(injurious to unsatisfactory). As these criteria were used, it became apparent
that they were too general and not applicable in some instances.

To provide improved criteria, a University of California Committee of
Consultants formulated a group of guidelines for the interpretation of water
quality for agriculture in the early 1970s. These 1970 guidelines have been
used by the Department of Water Resources since that time and were used during
this investigation. These guidelines are summarized in Table 7 and the
complete guidelines are presented in Appendix A.

Guidelines for Interpretation of Quality of Water for Irrigation

Interpretations are based on possible effects of constituents on crops
and/or soils. Guidelines are flexible and should be modified when warranted by
local experience or special conditions of crop, soil, and method of irrigation.
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